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Nehemiah 1:4-11 When | heard these things, | sat down and wept. For some days | mourned and
fasted and prayed before the God of heaven. ®> Then | said: “Lord, the God of heaven, the great and
awesome God, who keeps His covenant of love with those who love Him and keep His
commandments, © let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes open to hear the prayer Your servant is
praying before You day and night for Your servants, the people of Israel. | confess the sins we
Israelites, including myself and my father’s family, have committed against You. © We have acted very
wickedly toward You. We have not obeyed the commands, decrees and laws You gave Your servant
Moses. 8 Remember the instruction You gave Your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, | will
scatter you among the nations, ° but if you return to Me and obey My commands, then even if your
exiled people are at the farthest horizon, | will gather them from there and bring them to the place |
have chosen as a dwelling for My Name.’ 1° They are Your servants and Your people, whom You
redeemed by Your great strength and Your mighty hand. 1! Lord, let Your ear be attentive to the
prayer of this Your servant and to the prayer of Your servants who delight in revering Your name.
Give Your servant success today by granting him favor in the presence of this man.” NIV

Nehemiah 2:1-6 In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was
brought for him, | took the wine and gave it to the king. | had not been sad in his presence before, 2
so the king asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This can be nothing but
sadness of heart.” | was very much afraid, ° but | said to the king, “May the king live forever! Why
should my face not look sad when the city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and its gates
have been destroyed by fire?”* The king said to me, “What is it you want?” Then | prayed to the God
of heaven, ®> and | answered the king, “If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor in his
sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my ancestors are buried so that | can rebuild it.”
Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, “How long will your journey take, and
when will you get back?” It pleased the king to send me; so | set a time. NIV

The king granted him...

e Time needed to go complete the rebuilding

e Letters of permission to pass through other lands on the way
¢ An official seal of approval from the king

e Royal escort for protection

e Materials and finances to complete the rebuilding tasks

Nehemiah 2:17-18 Then | said to them, “You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its
gates have been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be
in disgrace.” 18 | also told them about the gracious hand of my God on me and what the king had said
to me. They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So they began this good work. NIV



Nehemiah 4:13-18 Therefore | stationed some of the people behind the lowest points of the wall at
the exposed places, posting them by families, with their swords, spears and bows. 14 After | looked
things over, | stood up and said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, “Don’t be afraid
of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your families, your sons and
your daughters, your wives and your homes.” 1> When our enemies heard that we were aware of their
plot and that God had frustrated it, we all returned to the wall, each to our own work. 16 From that day
on, half of my men did the work, while the other half were equipped with spears, shields, bows and
armor. The officers posted themselves behind all the people of Judah 17 who were building the wall.
Those who carried materials did their work with one hand and held a weapon in the other, 18 and each
of the builders wore his sword at his side as he worked. But the man who sounded the trumpet stayed
with me. NIV

Nehemiah 6:16 When all our enemies heard about this, all the surrounding nations were afraid and
lost their self-confidence, because they realized that this work had been done with the help of our
God. NIV

Nehemiah 8:9-10 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and the
Levites who were instructing the people said to them all, “This day is holy to the Lord your God. Do
not mourn or weep.” For all the people had been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law. 10
Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who have
nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”
NIV

Pray, then Press Forward

Philippians 4:6-7 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. ’ And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. NIV

Proverbs 16:9 The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps. ESV

Opportunity and Opposition

Matthew 4:19-20 And He said to them, “Follow Me, and | will make you fishers of men.” 20
Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. ESV

1 Peter 4:10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. NIV

Building and Battling
“Inviting our neighbors to discover Christ through his life-changing community.”
Joshua 1:9 Have | not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not

be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. NIV

My next step today is to...
O Ask God for help to step forward in faith as | obey Him in a difficult situation.

O Take the opportunity to serve on a Sunday morning team or in my community group.
O Ask someone at the church about how to battle enemy thoughts I'm struggling with.



